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Remember the days of old, consid- 


er the years of many generations: 


ask thy father, and he wall shew thee; 


thy elders, and they will tell thee.— 
~ Deut. 32.7. 
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‘ rites { Rev. Paul Stockfeld 


As told by Mrs. Louis Niemann, Fisterian 
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ay liV. Paul Stockfeld was a 
KR native of Holland. This 
writer has no records regarding 
the time of his birth or ceath. 
Those who knew him judged him 

have been about middle age 
at the time he built the Lutheran 
Churh at Ceres in 1858. His wife 
was of Irish deseent. To. this 
umion were born five sons, name- 
ly: James, Richard, Ben, William 
and Paul, also two daughters, 
Amanda and Julia. 


Julia spent a great deal of her 
time im taking care of Mrs. Mur- 
We ‘ dock, who was old and feeble. 
ef) ? ig) = She resided near Garnavillo, On 
a cold wintry night the house set 








on fire. Julia carried Mes, Mur- 

Rev. Paul Stockfeld, Mounder and Build- ; ; 
dock aside to safety on a_ bed 

er of Ceres Congregation which she also had earried out of 

the fire. Mrs. Murdock, sudden- 

y thinking of her bible in the flames, rushed in after it in spite of Ju- 
ja’s pleas not to. Julia seeing the great danger ahead and unable to 
yattle the flames alone ran to the neighbors for help, freezing both feet. 
pon them return the house and Mrs. Murdock were no more. Julia 








y palace: leninie behind a great span of she in bine lay, his 


Vv ite great accomplished deeds. THis} memory is ‘held ‘in. high es- Hy 
teem by ‘all who knew him. Two of his children survive him today— 
Dr. James Stocks gat of | ‘remont, Ne ebraska, and Mrs, Amanda Rocke of 


Tey af 1: ui bie ' “ 
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The Last Living Members of the Old 
The Last Living Charter Member of The Church, Mr. and Mrs. G. H. W. Niemann, 


Church, Age 79 Years, Noy. '16, 1927 of Guttenberg, Iowa 
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Ua CPR MR his leita, knew eleven. [Te came 
illo fot: St. Louis. de taught school in District No, 6 dri iv- 






_ ing daily with horse and bugey from Garnavillo, a distance of five ~ 
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oh py ie re a mae “ re ree be 
ie Stockfeld had aren ahi and seventy pupils coming as far as 3 
fro om ‘Monona and Postville. He was most severe in keeping order, fe 
“pupils failed in their studies they were told horns would soon grow on. ¥ 
them and they would become. oxen. This pr oved a very effective say- 
ing’, ! 
: a 
Shortly before school would close, one of the oldest boys would get 
his horse ready, so he could be on the w ay at the earliest time to visit 
his patients as he also was a doctor. No doubt, le was one of the great- 
est doctors at the time. Where other doctors failed, he succeeded. He 
visited the sick and needy day and night with or without compensa- 
tion, then preached a sermon on Sundays without any preparatory 
study that would make tears come to the eyes of the listeners. Let it 


be known also that he finished lis study for the ministry in five months, 
-sB 


Trouty, Dre Stockteld was a ereat man—probably the greatest at his 


time in this loeality, for his equal has not been seen before or since. 
Some of his pupils are living yet. They are Mr. Gerhard Niemann, 
John and Henry Hagensick, Joe Matt, [lenry Sechlake, Mrs. Dr. G. 


Blech, Mrs. Hliza Tuecke and Mrs. Henry Brandt. 


In Is96 Dr. Stockfeld parted from his family and friends to his 
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The “PIONEER ROCK CHURCH” 


Historical Sketch by Mrs. Louis Niemann, Historian 
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Interior of the Old Church 


mw We Pioneer Rock Chivel? at Ceres, between Guttenberg and Gar- 


| 





navillo on Highway No, d0, Clayton County, Lowa, was formerly 


known as “St. Peter’s German United Nvaneeleal Lutheran Chureh.’’ 
Its history dates as far back as 1858, when the congregation was or- 

. \ 
eanized, 


Up to 1858 the people of Ceres, which was formerly known as Inde- 


pendence, went by foot to church at Garnavillo, where Dr. Stockfeld 
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in ‘je tad teh piety Es. ox P e. 
Stoe Kfeld proved: himself 80, efficient in Pits professions, 
" api the lead i in building St. Peter? schurch, The first ; 
mem} Vs included the following: GH. Bierbaun, Chris. Brathan’ 
© Casper, Henry and Carl Backhaus, H. Wiegman, J. H. Abker and Ger- 
hard ietice = These men, with Rey. 8 Stockfeld, held a special meeting 
in February, 1858, at the Gerh. Bierbaum residence. Rev. Stockfeld 
heeame seeretar v and J. H. Abker, pr esident. At this meeting the mem- 
hers vowed it their solemn intention to organize for themselves and- 
2 discontinue all relations with the Garnavillo chureh; immediate pre- 





uly 


parations for the new church were discussed, also the site of the chureh, 
The historical records bear witness to the great hardships and searcity 
of money that had to he met by these sturdy people; but all pledged 


help to the extreme so within two years the echureh was completed, 


The land of the church Was pure ‘hased from Mh Carlan for the con- 
sideration of $30.00 an aere, amounting to five and one-sixth acres, Eli 
Carlan living on what later became the fred Weinman property. Here 
eum be mentioned an experience Mar Carlan had. As soon as he had the 
whbove mentioned sum, he was aecosted by a robber on a dark night, 
The robber knocked at the door, and when asked what he wanted, 
threatened to get ing Upon being denied admission he took an axe and 
attempted to foree his way in. Seeing no way out of it, Ma. Carlan’s 
help fired through the door and this ended the struggle for riches, for 


the robber, who was a total stranger, began his sleep of death. 


Later another acre of er bind was deeded to the chureh by Gerh. Bier. 


baum; the acreage now totaling six and one-sixth aeres, 
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k up. and grub with oxen at ‘the hae age of 


« pee 


‘The cellar ras dug and the new ¢ chureh started, All 






esprenses sof foundation and chureh walls were paid after a year’s time, 
to make certain that the work was substantial. Christ Bierbaum un-: 
loaded the first load of lime with a shingle, forgetting his shovel in 


town. 


In the fall—Ocotober 25, 1858—the cornerstone was laid. In the. 
stone a hole was carved so as to contain a round bottle with a glass 
stopper. Th this bottle was placed the ‘Constitution’? of the chureh 
as written by Rev, Stockfeld. The contents of this bottle have been re- 


moved, no doubt, by curious tourists. 


"The church, as built, is 44 feet lone by 30 feet wide. It came to less 
than $1,100 for which subseriptions were taken up. Twelve feet of the 
length were taken up by the residence of the pastor; aside of whieh the 
old school house was built. There is now one large room cownstalrs 


used for the preservation of relies, 


The same vear of 1858 Sebastian Walsh submitted the-eheapest bid 
for digeing a well, [lis offer as accepted was $1.00 a foot until rocis 
appeared, then $l.15 a foot. ANT necessary tools aid powder were to 
be furnished by church members, Chis well is about 35 feet deep and 
> feet in diameter and is all cemented. Tt has good drinking water, A 
pump is used now but at that time the water could only be drawn with 


a pail and rope. 


Various meetings were held to decide the style of pulpit and seats 
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ial bee vow ads adomnedd tific rack sth pulpit. There are 
two. rows ‘of windows above and below on either side affor ding plenty 
of light. Ker OSCHC lamps with reflector s were installed along the white 


walls, , 


er 1868 Bae Stockfeld, after twelve years of hard wor k without com. 
pensation gave up his duties here and went to Michigan, The Rey. 


Tse wise Stark, Hineken and “ic mer oveupied the pulpit. 


It was through the efforts of Rev. Ziemer in 1889 that a tower for. 
$300.00 was placed on the church by Louis Schroeder. In the same 
vear an exceptionally sweet toned bell was installed for $111.00, which 
could not be purchased now at three times that price. he memory of 


ifs tones is cherished by many for whose dead it pealed. m 


In 1874 a chureh organ was purchased for $102.00. This organ was 
plaved by Mrs. Dr. G. Blech (nee Louise Weiman) till a new one was 
purchased im 1890, She played twenty-seven years without pay for all 
eecasions, traveling five miles with horse and bugey. “She resigned 


later when leaving for Dubuque, Miss Amanda Kregel taking her place, 


Special credit is given here to Rev.-Gerhard Bunge of Garnavillo. 
The above-mentioned organ was abandoned as worn out as repairs 
were beyond the knowledge of repairers, ¥ct in 1927 we were so for- 
tunate in having with us Rey. Bunge, whose mechanical talent 
and ability has changed this organ into, one might say, a 


new one on which soon after ‘“Lohenerin’s Wedding March?’ had to 
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Shewing What Used to Be the Old Hagensick Corner cr Ceres Corner 
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View of Cemetery Near “Pioneer Rock Church” 
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Granted ZAR but. held church ¢ very two “weeks duly. 
During bis "ie ju sath the name “Independence” was changed to 


“Ceres. ar ee eatieds. ties 3 


Reve ty: : ie was the last resident pastor. Through his efforts a 
new floor replaced the old rough boards. Ie stayed from 1901 to 1907. 


Rey. Mall and Bosholm later resided in Garnavillo, 


The charter membership gradually diminished in membership so that 
today (1927) the only ving charter members are Mr. and Mrs, G. EH. 
W. Niemann. Mi. Niemann was a faithful seeretary for the last thirty- 


eight years. . 


i — — iil ie 


tt 





Scene Along the Mississippi River and Guttenberg Park 
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HOW THE SONG WAS COMPOSED 


As told by Mrs. Louis Niemann, Historian 


tes i Fi IIIS song, as given above has 





already won great popular 
favor even though the time it 
was written is only a few.weeks 
avo. It was composed in words 
and miuste by Rey. Gerhard Bun- 





Rev. Bunge is gifted with a 
wonderful imusieal talent as 
shown by the musicais well as the 
words, Quite a while ago Rev. 
Bunge was tspired by the lonli- 
ness ol the church with sueh 
beautiful surroundings and won- 
derful location. tle then wrote 
these words and later the musie 
thinking this would stir the 
minds of those interested in the 
Rev. Gerhard Bunge, Composer of Words chureh, to make it again a reli- 

and Music for the Church Song eious gathering place, 
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They built homes clearcd the coun - .try; they toiled for what is ours. 

Bat stanneh and estrone these walls stands they  bravethe storms fierce might. 

Tut. to Gh. Gt this modern age ,that,old bell suill woud say, 
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I. F. Nieman. 


Chris Bierbaum. 


W. Buchholz. 
W. Greiman. 
Carl Backhaus. 
Gerh. Walke. 
Fred Tuecke. 
Theo, Miller 
Ludwig Miller. 


Rudolph Schroeder, 


Jolin Bonker. 

I. Schroeder. 
John Pohlman 
Mrs. Krueger. 

H. 1. Niemann. 
Hlenry Kattleman. 
John Walke. 

J. Henry Stevens. 


John Ll. Wehrkamp. 


Joseph Sehlake. 
I. M. Hagensick. 
Chris. Severin. 
Gerh. Stork. 
Chas. Stork. 
Henry Weller. 
John Knoren,. 
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i. L, Baumer. 
; C. H. Backhaus. : 
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Meagan Overheek, incl Tet 
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Peter Backes, | i 


— Adolph ian polt 


CG. Marquarrd, 
Henry C. Will. 
Win. Steinkopf. 
brung, 
Wim. Overbeck, 


Louis Krueger. 


Tfenry Wunsch. 
Conrad Sehutte. 

HK. Menke. 

Henry Ohlendorf, 
Andrew I'ritsehe. 
Jacob Splies. 

Jacob Brueker. 
Clamor Wilke, 
Peter []. Overmueller. 
John Broker, 

Chris Wirkler. 

John Speiser. 

H. V. Beal. a 
Fred Tacring, 
Llenry Niclanad. 
George Jacobs. 

D. A, Meyer. 

Philip Wunsch. 


Jacob Buek. 


Ilerman Walke. 
red) Krueger. 
Henry Kuhlman. 
John Sehimicdt. 
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Gata, i FILS association was formed i in fhe fall of 19: 27 for the purpose of 
F ~ restori ing ‘the old. rock church and to beautify the cemetery 
erounds and the grounds around the church. Its aim is also to pre- 
“serve the church as a memorial to those who have built it especially 
oe Stockfeld, and have now gone to the Great Beyond. This associa- 
tion has made it a beautiful community church open to any ereed sub- 


jeet to the approval of the president of the association. 


Following are its officers: 


President—Mr. Kdward Tueeke, Guttenberg, Lowa. 
Vice President—Mr. Vie Hyde, Guttenberg, Iowa. 
Seeretary-Treasurer—Mr, Alfred Pufahl, Guttenberg, Towa. 


Board of Directors :— 
Mr. Louis Niemann, Guttenberg, Towa. 
Ar. Tlerman Kregel, Guttenberg, Towa. 
Mi. John Rhodas, Guttenberg, Lowa. 


Historian—Mrs. Louis Niemann, Guttenberg, Towa. 
F111 11 i oy 


Pamphlets may be seeured from any of those mentioned above 


at 20 cents a copy 
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